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The early dawn and
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Base, Germany. Wing
members deployed to
Germany have been working
day and night in support of
Operation Joint Forge. See - —
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UTA Schedule

Next UTA: May 4-5
June8-9
July 13-14
August 10-11

The next UTA schedule is printed in more detail on page 10. The
Front Range Flyer is mailed each month to all 302nd Airlift Wing
members on file with Personnel Systems. If you are not receiving
your magazine, check with your orderly room or administration
section to ensure your address is correct.




Keep the fire burning inside you

Col. MikeK. Sumida, wing vice commande,
stands next to the memorial (also pictured
below) dedicated to the five wing members
who died when their C-130 crashed May
13, 1995. The above photo was also
featured in a cover story about Sumida in
the February issue of the Citizen Airman
(photo by Saff Sgt. Sean P. Houlihan).

In memory of ‘ Sumit 38

Col. Michael K. Sumida
Wing Vice Commander

Theodore Roosevelt said, “ The credit
belongs to the man who is actually in the
arena, whose face is marred by dust and
sweat and blood; who strivesvaliantly; who
errs and comes short again and again, who
knows the great enthusiasms, the great de-
votions, and spends himself in a worthy
cause; who at best, knowsthetriumph of his
achievement; and who, at the worst, if he
fails, atleast failswhiledaring greatly, sothat
his place shall never be with those cold and
timid souls who know neither victory nor
defeat.”

Themenandwomenof the302nd Airlift
Wingarenot bystanders. Y ouareinthearena
and deserve the credit for participating in a
new type of war against terrorism.

Many don’t believe we can figure out
how to succeed in this new war. They are
deterred by thecompl exity, commitment and
perserverence this new war will take. They
arebettingwewill fail. They arethecoldand
timid soulswho dare not greatly.

We are inventing how to conduct this
new type of war. There will be frustrations
whilewefigurethisout.

But you are the ones who are in the
areng, strivingvaliantly, daringgreatly inthis
worthy cause to help us figure out how to

Editor’'s Note: On May 13, 1995, the 302nd Airlift Wing lost five well-
loved family membersin a terrible tragedy, the crash of one of our C-
130s. Chaplain (Capt.) Brian Anderson, wing chaplain’s office, offers
this Memorial Prayer in their remembrance.

Almighty God, we ask that you fill this solemn moment with the
majesty of your presence. Our hearts are saddened by the loss of these
whohavegiventheir livesto sustainthefreedomthat wesorichly enjoy.
Bring your comforting Spirit to thefamiliesand friends of these coura-
geousairmen. Grant, O God, your peaceand loveto themfor you alone
can fill their emptiness with hope. We trust them to your care.

For those of uswho livetoday, we pray that thisMemorial Prayer
will inspireustoagreater commitmenttoyouandall peopleeverywhere.
Help usto be creative that we might draw upon the limitlessresources,

whichyou have provided. May we be brave so that enemieswho would deprive us of our

fight thiswar and getitdone. Youareinthe
arena because you were prepared.

Being prepared began with your deci-
sionto be areservist in thefirst place. And
once you were here, you prepared your-
selves. You did theright thing. At the same
time, you, your family, and employers are
sacrificingonadaily basis. Sacrificingtime,
income, memories, dreams.

Brigadier Gen.Mark Welchsaid, “Waris
ahorrible, horrible, horrible thing. Thereis
nothing good about it. But it is sometimes
necessary. And so somebody better begood
atit.” The302nd AW isgood at it.

The wing is good at it because you're
good at it. That' swhy wewerethefirst to be
activated. As time goes on, the energetic
patriotismimmediately following Sept. 11will
simmer down.

Motivation and enthusiasm can dimin-
ish. Don't let that happen. Remember the
guotes from Roosevelt and Welch.

Somehow, keepthefireinsideyouburn-
ing that reminds you that you are good at
what you do; that what you do is not just
important, but as Chief Master Sgt. Ron
Bebow, Maintenance Squadron superinten-
dent, said, it is sacred to our country.

You are the ones in the arena that de-
servethecredit. Although we may not say it
enough, we are personally grateful for your
sacrifice.

freedomwill not succeed. Grant uswisdomto solveproblemsand enrichlife. Fill uswith compassionfor those
inneed andinspireustoliveby your wordthat oppression might cease, freedom might prevail, and dignity and honor might reign. Then
we shall know that the heroes we honor today will not have died in vain. We offer our prayer in your holy name. Amen
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General: 302nd MC rate
envy of units AFRC-wide

Tech Sgt. Tim Taylor
Front Range Flyer

LI

Termslike" super,” “outstanding” and“excellent” carry alot of
weight, especially when they comefrom ahigh-ranking official.

Those were words Brig. Gen. Keith W. Meurlin, mobilization
stant tothecommander, Air ForceReserve Command, usedwhen
talking about the military’ s response to the Sept. 11 tragedy.

“They’ ve stepped up to the plate and done it al,” he said.

Following an April 5 visit here, his praise of the military also
includes the people of the wing.

“1think onethingthat I’ mimpressedwithiswhat youfolkshave
donehere,” he said, adding the wing has put forth an “ outstanding”
effort.

“1think therecord speaksforitself,” hesaid of thewing’ smission
completerate. “Therearealot of unitsthat would kill for that type
of MCrate.”

UponhisreturntoWashington, D.C., Meurlinwill sharewhat he
hasobservedwithhisboss, Lt. Gen. JamesE. Sherrard |11, commander,
AFRC. Sherrard has assigned Meurlin and an entourage of three
other officersamission to visit Reserve units.

“General Sherrard wants us on the road to tell folks he knows
what they’ re doing, he respects what they’ re doing and he appreci-
ates what they’re doing,” Meurlin said.

“General Sherrard’ sreally committedtohisfolks,” Meurlinsaid.
“He wants the skinny.”

Theinformation Sherrard will be getting back isreservists are
stepping up and performing their duties with professionalism and
dedication —and with pride and high morale. Despite the sacrifices
many reservistshavehadtomake, “ moraleisexcellent,” saidMeurlin.

Meurlin hasseenthesacrificesfrombothsides. Asacivilianhe
isVicePresident and Airport Manager of Washington Dulles|nter-

| ncoming

Brig. Gen. Keith W. Meurlin, mobilization assistant to the
commander, Air Force Reserve Command, was one of the guests
who helped fill up a rare weekday-held, yet well-attended
Commander’s Call at the base Enlisted Club April 5 (photo by
Alex Worden).

national Airport. Three members of his airport dog teams are
guardsmen who have been activated.

Hesaid thetragedy and itseffect on hiscivilian job has not had
an effect on how he makes decisionsin the military.

“1 don’t know that it’ sreally changed much,” Meurlin said. “I
think thechallengeright now for thesefolksiskeeping their employ-
ers happy.”

Theemployers seem to betaking the sacrificesthey must make
alinstride.

“Theemployers, they’ resuckingit up, andthey’ redoingit with
asmile,” hesaid.

Themilitary, theemployers—thewholecountry —isbeamingwith
arenewed sense of pride and patriotism.

“It’'sall overtheplace,” Meurlinsaid. “ Everywherewe' vegone
you seeit. It' sashameatragedy had to happen to bring out that kind
of spirit.”

Senior Master Sgt. Lynn
Vorce,Support Group, Civil
Engineering Squadron,
Readiness Flight chief, fires
down range at the Mission
Support Squadron Bowl-a-
thon at the base Bowling
Center held last unit training
assembly. Vorce was one of
more than 90 wing members
who participated in the event,
which raised more than $800
for the squadron (photo by 1st
Lt. Brian Barker).
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E-mall ‘Dos and ‘Don’ts

CommFlight givesdepl oyed, traditional membersguidelines

Staff Sgt. Jeannine Madrid
Communications Flight

Traditionally, most wing membersonly
have access to their wing e-mail account
during unit training assemblies.

Now, many members are deployed and
void of even monthly access to their ac-
count.

The infrequent access often leads to
membersforgetting about their government
e-mail and theimplications of having a sel-
dom-used account.

Theseimplications, however, should be
in the minds of all wing members. Listed
below are specific ‘DOs’ and ‘DON’TS' as
they apply to e-mail, Operational and Com-
munications Security and Information As-
surance.

‘DOs

1) Makesuredlindividuasinvolved
inaproject are aware of theinability of you
toread your e-mail sothey can send courtesy
copiesto othersin your shop, or wait for an
official e-mail address for you at your de-
ployed location.

2) Letfamily andfriendsknow ahead
of timethat you will be deploying soon and
informthem of adepl oyed addresswhenyou
get one.

3 Sendthecommunicationsflighthelp
desk an e-mail from your deployed location
requesting that we set up an “Out of Office
Reply” indicatingyour new, deployed e-mail
address.

4)  Copy your addressbook toafloppy
disk and takeit with you to import into your
deployed e-mail account.

5 Copy the personal foldersfor your
accounttoaCD totakewithyou, and import
the .pst file.

Note: If information is sent to a third-
party e-mail address, great caremust betaken
toensurethat weareremembering our OPSEC/
COMSEC training, Essential Elements of
Friendly Information, Sensitive but Unclas-
sifiedinformation, For Official UseOnlyin-
formation, Privacy Actinformation, and the
restrictionsonrel easableinformationthrough

the Freedom of Information Act.

Just astherearethingsyou cando, there
are things you may think you can do that
wouldmakeit moredifficult or that arespecifi-
cally prohibited.

‘DON'TS

1) Do not forward your 302nd e-mail
accounttoathird-party e-mail provider. Pro-
viderslike Gl E-mail ishosted by a.com and
constitutes a third-party provider. Using a
third-party provider is not secure, not to
mention a direct violation of local policy
governing the use of a government e-mail
account. Violationsarereported to thewing
commander.

2) Donothavesendersof official busi-
ness routinely e-mail you at athird-party e-
mail address. Y ouaredeployedin support of
amission that is highly sensitive, and it is
your responsihility to protect information at
alltimes.

3 Donot giveyour password to any-
one elseto have him or her check your local
emall.

4) Do not have officemates contact
the Communications Flight to allow them
accessto your account. It will not be granted
without written permission from the wing
commander.

5 Do not send lists of personnel, in-
cludingtheir name, rank, e-mail address, and
other identifying information regarding De-
partment of Defense personnel on rosters,
directoriesor organizational chartsincluding
recall rosters (this guidance does not apply
toapproved public affairsproductsand does
not interfere with our family readiness ef-
forts).

Remember to contact your Workgroup
Manager or the CommunicationsFlight with
questions regarding communications, com-
puters and information.

Brig. Gen. Chip Utterback

syndicated newspaper column.

the bad guys can learn, too.

site can end up on the front page.

way we do, or should.

manual.

Loose lips, e-mails provide
bad guys how-to-manuals

Former 366th Air Expeditionary Wing Commander

| saw an e-mail that one of our warriors sent to hisfamily and friendsrecently. |
didn’t spy on the guy; | ssmply read the private e-mail to his family in a nationally

Fromthat e-mail and someWeb sitesseveral of our folkshave established to keep
family membersupdated - tofind them, just search for thebase’ sname- | learned alot

In 20 minutes, | learned how many people are here, exactly where our base is
| ocated, what timeweeat and how many peopleareinwhat tent at agiventime. | learned
what kind of airplaneswe have, much about or mission and about our security.

Wehaverulesoncommunicationfor areason. Y our innocent | etter, e-mail or Web

Y oumight makeusan easy target and our familieswon’ t appreciateit. Our friends
and family don’t understand operational security and communications security the

We are at war, we have been attacked. Let’s not give the bad guys a how-to-
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Air Forcereleases some specialtiesfrom Sop-L 0ss

Master Sgt. Dorothy Goepel
Air Force Print News

Air Forceofficialsannounced April 9therelease of several Air
Force Specialty Codesfrom Stop-L oss, a Defense Department pro-
gram designed to retain members of the armed forcesbeyond estab-
lished dates of separation or retirement.

The announcement comes as a result of an Air Force 60-day
review and applies across the board to the active duty, Air Force
Reserve and Air National Guard forces, according to Lt. Col. Jan
Middleton, chief of promotion, evaluation and separation policy at
the Pentagon.

“Our exit plan calls for agradual drawdown from Stop-Loss,
whichmeanswewant to continuetorelease AFSCswitheachreview
aslong aswe are able to maintain sufficient forces to meet mission
requirements,” she said.

Theeffectivedatefor lifting stop-lossrestrictionsin the Air
ForceReserveisMay 15. Theactivefor ce seffectivedateisMay 1.

Theofficer career fiel dsrel eased from stop-lossrestrictionsare:
32E, 33S,35P, 42F, 42G, 42N, 42P, 42S, 42T, 43P, 43Y , 44B, 44F, 44G,
44],44K , 44N, 44P, 44R, 44S, 44T, 44U, 45E, 45G, 45N, 45U, 47E, 47G,
47H, 47K ,47P,47S,51],61S, 62E, 63A and 64P.

The enlisted career fields released from stop-loss restrictions
are: 1TOX0,2A1X0,2A390,250X2,3C1X1,3C1X2,3E1X 1, 3E3X1,
3E6X1,3S1X0,3S1X1,352X0,352X 1,3V 000,3V090,3V0X1,3V0OX2,
3V0X3,4A0X0,4A0X1,4B0XX,4C0X0,4C0X1,4D0X0,4D0X1,
4AMOX0,4M0X1,4N1X1, 4P0X0, 4P0X 1, 4R0X 1, 4TOX0, 4TOX 1,
4T0X2,4T0X3,4U0X0,4U0X1,4V0X0,4V0X 1,4Y 0X0,4Y 0X1,4Y0X2,
5J0X0,5J0X 1, 6C0X0,6C0X 1, 8A 100, 8C000, 8E000, 8G0O0O, 83000,
8P000, 8P100, 8R0O00, 8T000, 9A 200, 9A 300, 9C000and 9G000.

Duringeachcyclical review, Middletonexplained, officialsat the
major commands, at theAir Staff and Secretariat, and at the Air Force
Personnel Center review all AFSCsfor possiblerelease.

“Wereview current manning and authorizations, the number of
peopl edeployedfor operationsNoble Eagleand Enduring Freedom,
the number of Air Reserve Center personnel mobilized, and overall
health of the career fields,” Middleton said. “We will conduct
subsequent reviewsevery 60 daystoallow individua ssomestability
and allow our requirementsto solidify.”

Members who are deployed in support of operations Noble
Eagleand Enduring Freedom, or rel ated operations, and Reserveand
Guard components who are voluntarily or involuntarily on active
duty in support of these operationsor related operations, will not be
released until they return from deployment or are demobilized,
officialssaid.

Officials emphasized that Stop-Loss is devised to meet al
operational requirementsin addition to Operation Noble Eagle and
Operation Enduring Freedom. For instance, the Armed Forceswill
continue to conduct operations in Southwest Asia.

Some military membershave the misperception that Stop-L oss
is being used as a manning tool, Middleton said.

“Thoughit’ seasy to makethat assumption,” Middletonsaid, “it
isabsolutely not true. Manning is certainly one of the factorstaken
intoconsideration, butitislookedatintermsof what isneededtomeet
current mission requirements.”

Stop-L oss does not mean that service members are prohibited
from retiring, separating or being discharged. A waiver of stop-loss
statusmay begranted based on specific circumstances, officialssaid.

“Wereally want todoright by our servicemembers,” Middleton
said. “Many familieshad to put their plans on hold when Stop-L oss
wasimplemented. Wearegrateful for their serviceandtheir sacrifices.
Wearetrying to balancetheir needswith our commitment to opera-
tional requirements.

“The career fields that we have recommended for release from
Stop-Loss are still subject to world events. If world events change
significantly, wewill haveto re-evaluate our decisions.”

for the rest of his/her life (based on 2750 points).
for the rest of his/her life (based on 4450 points).

the rest of his/her life (based on 5025 points).

From the Career Advisor

Did you know your Reserve Retirement check at age 60 will be larger
than a UTA paycheck? Look at these examples:

- AMaster Sgt. who retires with four years active duty, and 16 years reserve will get $620.00 per month
-ATech Sgt. who retires with 10 years of active duty, and 10 years reserve will get $732.00 per month

-A Staff Sgt. who retires with 12 years active duty, and eight years reserve will get $700.00 per year for

For more information, call Master Sgt. Timothy J. Wilson, Wing Career Advisor, at (719) 556-7702.
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1st Lt. Brian Barker
Front Range Flyer

It's Saturday afternoon and Staff Sgt.
Thomas Jackson’s adrenaline is pumping
faster than hispaintbal | gun canspray rounds
at thetwelve-year old kids acrossthe field.

“Covering fire,” the Logistics Group
avionics technician screams as he dashes
from obstacle to obstacle, advancing on the
enemy. Paintballs whiz over his head at a
painful 200 miles an hour. “There's a kid
behind thedoghouse,” hetellshisfriendjust
behind him, “better shoot him.”

ThisisJackson’ snewly discovered pas-
sion. He spends amost every hour of his
gparetimeplayingpaintball at alocal paintball
field called Splat-Masters.

“1 just got activated a few months ago
and took up paintball because it's much
better than being stuck inmy hotel roomafter
work,” hesaid. “Andall of thisrunning and
ducking is getting me into great shape.”

Since getting hooked on running, dash-
ing and dodging speeding paintballs, Jack-
son says he' slost more than twenty pounds.
“1 might even pass the active duty physical
fitness test now,” he joked.

But paintball is not a cheap hobby.
Jackson’ sgun, or “ marker,” cost him $2000.
“It'sworth every penny,” he said.

The markers are specially designed to
use compressed air or carbon dioxidetofire

:ji"’ Lo vt

plastic paintballs, whichareroughly thesize
of acherry. “Andthey canreally raiseawelt
when they hit you,” Jackson said.

He wears several hundred dollars in
clothing; from knee-padsto body armor toa
state of the art facemask. It's an important
investment, he said, because he hopes to
begin competing in paintball tournaments
around Colorado. He' sassembled ateam of
other servicemento competewith. Oneisan
active duty medical technician and thethree
othersare membersof the Army’ selite 10th
Mountain Division.

“Butyoudon’'t havetobeinthemilitary
to do this,” he said.

Jacksontowersover many of thelland
12year oldswho dominatethelocal paintball
field. “And those kids are tough to shoot,”
he said, “1’ve seen some of these little kids
carryingcheaplittle$100 paintball gunstake
out seasoned veterans because of a lucky
shot.”

Jackson’'s wife gets involved as well.
She has her own paintball gun. But getting
her involved in these paintball wars had a
price, said Jackson.

“1 ended up spending so many thou-
sands of dollars on paintball equipment that
| had to buy her anew car just to keep her
happy.” It’sapriceworth paying, headded.
“1"mkeeping my sanity during my activation
and meeting somereally great peoplewhilel
doit.”
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Vatenavionics tech
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Now that he’sactivated, Saff Sgt. Thomas

Jackson, Logistics Group avionics
technician, spends much of his free time at
alocal paintball field (photos by Saff Sgt.
Jason Schaap).
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in the life
of the 302nd AW'’s

Delta Fo

A day

- .

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Jason Schaap
Front Range Flyer

Fora7am.takeoff, thewake-up call is3:30inthemorning. After managingjust enough strength
toliftthephonereceiver upanddown, Neil Diamondsinging“ Sweet Caroline” blaresfromtheradio.

Although | set the radio alarm as adouble attack against massivejet lag, | don't get up until
thefamiliar tunes of my homeland end and the dial ect of a German-speaking disc jockey begins.

By military standards, thebilleting roomsare aboveaverage. But, being new tothe Air Force,
| suspect they’ re bel ow airmen standards. The one challenge all guests of thethree-story military
motel faceisthe hope the person in the room behind yours doesn’t forget to unlock your door to
the bathroom you both share. When accessisn’t denied, the next challenge is the shower.

There are two temperatures by which to bathe, really hot and the degree before which water
turns to a gas.

For those who prefer cooler temperatures, the step outside into the German marning is
refreshing—much like a Col orado Springs morning, crisp and frosty, no wind and anicy coat on
all the carsthat encirclethe building.

The charge of quarters, better known as “the CQ,” is the liaison between billeting and

I'CE

headquarters of Delta Squadron (the squadron
deployedair national guard members). TheCQ'
CQ, iswhere crews meet up for the hour-or-so
L ocatedinthemiddleof thefirst floor, theC
arelodged. At 4 am., 15 minutesbeforethe cre
afew airmen coming off shift arewinding down
wind up with caffeine.
I’mnotacoffeedrinker sol givetheCQadc
for breakfast and lunch on the plane. While | r
breakfast and wait for departure, somecrew me!
the back of theroom. In the background, from e
| hear aSlim Shady video.
Theridetoheadquartersremindsmeof wher
New York. Theroads are winding and dark, wit
edgeof our littlevan’sheadlights. We' repacked 1
Outside, signswith GermanwordslikeKais
visit during their liberty time, and Ausfahrt, Ge



deployed 302nd members fall under alongside
sarea, whichwing memberssimply refer toasthe
ride to headquarters.

Qisthehub of all activity wherewing members
v 1’ [l be accompanying is supposed to check-in,
with German beer, whilethose comingontry to

llar for aM ountain Dew and apop tart and $2.70
nunch on my usual temporary duty assignment
mbersfinish up e-mailson alineof computersin
TV inthe corner nobody seemsto bewatching,

el grew upinthetree-filled mountainsof Upstate
han endless parade of tall trees marching at the
ightinthesmall, very-Europeanlookingvehicle.
erslautern, themain nearby townwing members
rman for “exit,” join in the parade of passersby.

|

Amember of the 139th Airlift Wing, . Joseph, Mo., de-ices
a 302nd Airlift Wing C-130H in the early hours of a brisk
German morning. The 302nd and the 139th are deployed
tégether to form Delta Squadron at*Ramstein AB, Germany,
in support of Operation Joint Forge.

By the middle of the ride, most of the van’ swindows are fogged-up, creating an auraaround the
almost-full moon that shines out of the pitch black outside.

Everyonedigsinto their pocketsfor their identification cards and hands them forward aswe
approachthefront gate (somethingthat’ sbecomearitual inapost-Sept. 11 military). Oncethrough,
the roads on base are much like those off: small, dark and confusing.

Delta ssquadron’ shomeisreminiscent of anuclear fall-out village. A taxi-way runsfromthe
flightline, passes headquarters and proceeds down the center of the village.

We, much to the surprise of Deltanewcomers, must crossthetaxi-way to get to headquarters.
But before we can cross, the van is stopped and the driver and front passenger walk around the
vanto check for anything that could becomeforeign object debris, better knownas* FOD,” onthe
taxi-way.

L ooking out fromtheheadquartersbuilding, Cold War-eraconcretedomes, commonly referred
toas“HAS's,” or hardened aircraft shelters, arerandomly scattered about thebranchesof thetaxi-
way artery. The shelterswere originally built to house fighter jets, so our much bigger’ 130s are
housed in the open and randomly parked among the different branches.

Wereportinto Deltaheadquartersfor theusual proceduresand paperwork beforeheading
toour aircraft. “ Areyou having marital problems?’ theco-pil ot playfully asksafellow crew member



as he reads out loud some of the pre-flight
paperwork used to ensure the mental stabil-
ity of flight crews. “Haveyoutalked to your
best friend lately?’

| sign my initials where they tell meto
sign my initials and head to an unexpected
intelligence briefing. It was unexpected be-
causeour missionthat day wasn't“insidethe
box,” which meant it wasn’t considered a
combat mission.

The brief was unusual—in that, | mean
itwasliterally brief. Sobrief, theintelligence
officer suggests the crew kill extratime by
knocking out some mandated intelligence
training.

But as the training began, a sense of
alarm still lingered within me. Although the
brief wasshortinlength, for me, it wasawak-
ening in nature.

Likethemgjority of servicemembers,|’'m
rarely privy tothereal-world detailsgivento
the men and women at thetip of the spear of
our military efforts. Despite my own suspi-
cions, coupledwithmyfollowingof the CNN-
generatedrealityinwhichwelive, havingthe
curtain pulled back and peeking into the
worldof military intelligence, wherethoughts
of bad people with bad intentions are offi-
cially confirmed, isunexpectedly disquieting
tome.

While | wonder what the brief would
havebeenlikefor aninside-the-box mission,
| scan the crews' faces for reactions. Just
another day at work. Atleast that’ swhat their
faces said. If they had some worry inside, |
didn't care. They looked confident, that’s
what mattered the most.

The maintenance crew is prepping our
aircraftwhenwepull up. Thetop of theplane
is sprayed down with an orange-ish goo to
de-icetheplane sfrosty top coat. Thespray-
ing ends and loading begins. Asthe loading
truck, avery odd-looking vehicleprobably 30
feetinlength, pulls up, | notice the familiar
cow-pattern, computer boxes of back home
stacked on one of the palettes being loaded.

Alsofamiliar were U.S. mail bagsinspected
by and signed for by the plane’ sloadmaster.
Theremainder of thecargo, spaceavail-
ablepassengerslookingfor afreeridetoltaly
and England, board the plane soon after the
pal ettesareloaded and rear rampisshut. The
loadmaster briefs the passengers on plane
procedures, making the coach world of seat
backs and tray tableslook likefirst class.

Theseatingisliterally whatever spaceis
availableto cram yourself and your belong-
ingson what look like giant red lawn chairs
and some metal hooks on thewall.

The overhead shelves arefull with sur-
vival equipment and large parachute packs
hang from above. There's a walk along a
narrow path between the palettes and the
wall to a make-shift bathroom in the rear
whereapull-around curtainisall that allows
any kind of privacy.

White boxeswith yellow hieroglyphics
aredeliveredtothefront door. Theloadmaster
sortsthrough them and, after what | imagine
was years of intense training, discerns the
little contrast of yellow on white and trans-
|atesthepeculiar form of Englishintowords
like*ham,” “chickenstrips’ and* roast beef.”
For the $2.70 | paid hours before, | get two
boxes of very preserved, very dry food. |
munch on abagel whilethe enginesstart up.

TogetontheDeltavillagetaxi-way, the
planehasto back up likeacar backing out of
agrocery store parking lot. Thenoiseinside
the plane doesn’t make trying to communi-
cate verbally worth it, so everyoneis quiet.

Departureismoreof aquick releasethan
agradual take-off, likeagiant handisholding
the plane still asthe enginesrev up and then
it suddenly lets go.

The giant lawn chairs are arranged in
four rows, two against the walls and two
back-to-back in the middle, so leg room is
shared with the people sitting across from
you. Despite the bare-bones provisions, the
lullingwhitenoiseof theenginesmakeit easy
for many to sleep.

Theloadmaster, sittingto my right, puts
down abook heisreading and staresout one
of thesmall windows. Hecan hear thevoices
inthecockpit on hisheadset, but | cantell his
mindissomewhereel se, probably thousands
of milesaway, withhisfamily back home. It's
thetimeintheair, when being busy stopsand
al you can doiswait to land, that | suspect
iswhen crew memberssometimesmisshome
the most.

About half way through the trip we fly
over the majestic snow caps of the Swiss
Alps. Thebeautiful view isthereward of the
job you never see reported on aleave earn-
ings statement.

Theflightlinewelandonrunsparallel to
agiant Italian mountain range. The cockpit
crew and space A passengers catch arideto
mainside while some cargo isunloaded by a
crew of active-duty airmenand I talian speak-
ingcivilians.

When the cargo isgone there’ snothing
todobut sit, wait and chat, apast timel miss
frommy active-duty days. Downtime, asitis
oftencalledinthemilitary, and the nature of
thetalksthat take placeduringit, isatype of
camaraderiehardtofindintheoutsideworld.

We leave just before noon and a few
hourslater we' reon aflightlinein England.
Butthistimel jJumpinthevanwiththecockpit
crew, curiousto seewhat it isthey taketheir
small escapes to.

The van drops us off at the base opera-
tions building, where the co-pilot uses the
phoneto ask if we can havean earlier depar-
turetimesincewe' rerunningahead of sched-
ule. While | wait, | study abig poster about
birdsplane crewsshould watch out forinthe
local area.

Permissiontoleaveearly isgranted and
we're back in Germany an hour earlier than
ourorigina 7 p.m. returntime. Twovehicles
show up. Oneisabusto pick up Space A’s
we brought from England, the other is the
Euro-van we drove in on that morning.

| thank the crew for having me as their




guestandwatchthemdriveoff, hoping I'll beabletofindaridewhen
| decide to head back.

Donewithit’ sday’ smission, theC-130 | spent theday onisnow
completely empty and being combed over from head to toe by a
maintenance crew. Their initial focus is on a heating problem the
loadmaster told them about.

Thesunhaslong said goodbyewhentheproblemisfinally fixed
and| cantell thecrew iseager to havetheplaneinspected and cleared
to be sealed for the night. In the nearby HAS where the Delta
Maintenance Squadron hasmadeitshome, their fellow maintenance
workers are preparing tonight’s main dish, lasagna.

Cookingthemain meal sinthemaintenancekitchen hasbecome
part of thedaily and nightly routinesfor the squadron. To accommo-
datetheir remotelocation andlong schedul es, they all chipintofund
and take turns cooking the meals.

Tired and scheduled for another early morning, | graciously
declinetheir offertojointhemfor dinner. Just after 9:30p.m., | amable
tofind aride back to billeting with some airmen changing out shifts
at headquarters.

I makemy way back tomy room, throw my gear downandcollapse
intobed. | find I have about asmuch energy to dial for awake-up call
asl didtoanswer itthat morning. Just beforel fall asleep, | look at the
alarm. It sstill set for 3:30a.m. Neil Diamond, you' reoninfive.

(Above) 302nd Maintenance Squadron members prepare lasagna
and garlic bread inside the hardened aircraft shelter, or “ HAS”

Delta Maintenance member s have made their home. (Above right)
A 302nd Maintenance Squadron member adjusts the position of a
C-130just returned from a day of flying. (Below left) A 302nd C-
130 sits parked in the early morning next a HAS, a Cold War-era
concrete shelter built to protect fighter aircraft from aerial attack.

(Above) Delta Sguadron members send e-mail and surf the
internet at the charge of quarters area, more commonly called
“the CQ.” (Left) A 302nd Maintenance Squadron member
adjusts controls in a C-130 cockpit while his crew repairs a
heating problem.
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Total Force Tech:

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Jason Schaap
Front Range Flyer

Master Sgt. Darren Smithwasintohis12thyear asasheet metals
worker for Continental Airlineswhen hefound out hewasoneof the
wing memberswho would head to Ramstein Air Base, Germany, in
support of Operation Joint Forge.

But unlike the majority who assumed active-duty status along
sidetheir unit training assembly comrades, Smith had adifferent sort
of duty awaiting him.

OnceinGermany, Smithassumedamoreliteral active-duty role.
Heand 25 of hisfellow Maintenance Squadron techniciansleft their
302nd cohortsonthefar side of the Ramstein flightline and reported
towork mainsideat the86th Airlift Wing, theactive-duty C-130 unit
on base, where their talents were much needed.

Unlikeinthe 302nd, wherethe aircraft are new and the mainte-
nance crew averages many years of experience, the 86" C-130s are
older than most of the airmen working on them.

Smith, a seasoned structural repairs veteran, would not only
have hishandsfull with the many repairs needed with aging aircraft,
hewould be passing hisexperienceinthebig leaguesonto acrew of
rookies.

“Everybody in structures has been here less than six months’
Smith said. “Because of heavy turnover, there is very little C-130
experience; even the shop chief came from afighter wing.”

Smith, who held a training billet for the 302nd until he was
promoted to master sergeant, said mentoring was something he
missed and was more than happy to do again.

“It'sthe part of thejob | likethe best,” hesaid. “1 can seewhen
airmen arelearning. | can seethe confidence they gain.”

Inafield wheremany airmen goontowork for civilianairlines,
Smith’ sposition with Continental gained him quick acceptanceinto
theactive-duty shop. “Whenthey found out | work for anairlinetheir
eyeslight up,” Smith said.

What makes Smith such agreat mentor, accordingto Airman 1st
Class Edward Stein, 86th AW, 37th Maintenance Squadron crew
chief, isthat heisn’t pushy with theinexperienced airmen.

“Some guys don’t seek his help when they need it,” Stein said.
“Whichisfinewith him, he knowsthey’Il learn the hard way.”

Staff Sgt. ChrisCraft hasbeen the sheet metal supervisor for the
37thM X Sfor seven months. According to Craft, Smithisone of the
best techniciansthe squadron has had on temporary assignment yet.

“Some guys come here and you can tell they don’t want to be
here,” Craft said. “He' snot only shown usthetricksof thetrade, he's

Deployed M XS airman offers
active-duty needed experience

ahard worker and he hasapositiveattitude. | wish hewouldjoinour
unit; he's that good.”

While the 302nd mission at Ramstein continues successfully
with Smith on loan, Chief Master Sgt. Joseph Hanley, the 302nd
Maintenance Squadron superintendent there, isn’t ready to give up
one of most talented airmen.

“He hasdoneoutstandingwork-upswith state-of -the-art fixes,”
Hanley said. “He' sagreat representative for thewing.”

Fortunately for Hanley, Smith said he’ senjoyedworkingwithhis
new active-duty friends, but he waslooking forward to going home
after afive-month deployment in April.

(Above) Master Sgt. Darren Smith, Maintenance Squadron
structural repairs technician, makes a structural repair to the
engine intake of a C-130 belonging to the active-duty 86th Airlift
Wing at Ramstein Air Force Base, Germany. (Left) Smith discusses
a repair with Airman Basic Jason Libengood, 86th AW,
Maintenance Squadron structural repairs technician. Smith
mentored Libengood and his peers while deployed to Ramstein.
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Increased TIS requirements for Staff Sgt.

TheTimein Servicepromotionéligibility requirementsfor staff
sergeant have changed from threeyearsto four years. If you have
any questionscall Master Sgt. Tiffany Ruff intheMission Support
Squadron career enhancement officeat (719) 556-7555.

Government vehicle drivers need to register

Wing members must be registered in the base computer
licensing system to operate government vehicles on Peterson Air
Force Base. To beregistered, obtain an AF Form 171 from your
vehicle control officer, who checkstheindividual’ sstatedriver’'s
license for medical or physical restrictions and notes them in
Section| onthe AF Form 171.

TaketheAFForm 171 tobasetransportation, Bldg. 1322, tothe
Operator Records & Licensing staff who establishesan AF Form
2296 and will issueyouan AF Form 2293 (if required). TheVCO
must brief you on Air Force policy regarding official use, accident
reporting procedures, vehicle abuse, discrepancy reporting, the
useof DD Form 518, Accident-Identification Card, and the use of
SF 91, Operator’s Report of Motor Vehicle Accident. Also, your
government vehicleshould havethe DD Form 518 and SF9linit.

ASTS clears up acronym confusion

The Aeromedical Staging Squadron has been receiving alot
of phone calls asking for clarification of the checklist it sent out.
Hereisalist of what the requirements are and what they actually
mean.

G6PD - It'salabtest. Thismeansblood needsto bedrawnin
order to check for Maaria

HGBS- Another labtest for sickle-cell anemia.

ABO/RH - Yet another lab test. This one tests determines
blood type, O+, AB-, etc.

HIV - Moreblood to be drawn, to check for HIV.

2766 - Medical record. If thisbox isunchecked, it meansthat
medical recordsneed to beturned into us. Also, the2766C isthe
shot record. ASTSwill check shot records against the computer
and update everything.

If everybody does this, then next rotation should be really
easy, because everyone will be up-to-date on shots.

DNA -Thelast of theblood draws. Thisisnecessary to send
aDNA sampleto the national repository in casethereisatragedy
while on deployment and it will also help with identification of
victims,

Dental - Cometo the reserve side of the unit first to get your
dental record, then you can make an appointment with the dental
clinic to be checked out. Afterwards, return the dental record.

2795- Thisisthepre-deployment worksheet. Bothsidesof this
worksheet need to befilled out.

College courses dlated for UTA evenings

Need to meet your Community College of the Air Force
requirement for math? Colorado Christian University will offer
Math 109 and PikesPeak Community Collegewill offer U.S. History
| on Friday and Saturday eveningsof Unit Trainings Assemblies.
Contact Tech. Sgt. Louise Rasmussen in the wing education and
trainingofficeat 556-7573.

Air Force changes serveral uniform items
Theaddition of Air Force symbol cuff links, tietacksand tie
barshavebeen added asoptional uniformitems. They will replace
thecoat of armsitems. Thephase-out periodfor coat of armsitems
will be published in Air Force Instruction 36-2903, Dress and
Appearance. The symbol items should be available by 2003.

Travelers on orders should inform ticketers

When traveling on commercia airlineswhile on military or-
ders, makesuretoinformtheticket agentyouareonorders. If you
tell them before they begin typing in your information, they can
exempt you from having your baggage checked.

If youfail todoso, itispossibleyouwill be asked to openthe
vacuum packed bagsof the Chemical Protective Overgarment and
the Battle Dress Overgarment stored in the C-1 bags during the
inspection process.

If requestedto openthebag, makesureitisdonecarefully and
only at one end. Do not cause damage to any of the written
informationonthebarrier bag. If thesuitisremoved fromthebag,
ensure that it is not exposed to any petroleum, oil or lubricant
products, or possible contaminants.

Thebag can beresealed with high quality adhesivetape such
asduct tape provided the garment is not damaged. Oncereseal ed,
document the date opened and date resealed on the tape with a
permanent marker and placethebarrier bagintoaclear outer plastic
bag.Onceat your destination or nearest military post, vacuum pack
the suit and barrier bag in aclear bag at the earliest convenience
to meet corrective action requirement in accordancewith 14P3-1-
141, table5-1.1.A.2.

Wing to host national prayer day observance

TheChaplain’ sofficeissponsoring aNational Day of Prayer
observance May 2 inthe Mai ntenance Squadron conferenceroom
inbuilding 216. Theobservancewill beginat noonandwill include
abuffet style lunch.

Lunch costs $5.00. Those wishing to attend should contact
Chaplain (Capt.) Brian Anderson at (719) 556-4006 or
james.anderson@302. peterson.af.mil
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Unit Training Assembly Schedule
May 4-5

Time

Saturday

0530 -1000
0600 - 0700
0700 - 1600
0800 — 0900
0900 - 1000
1000 - 1100
1030 - 1130
1100 - 1300
1100 -1730
1130 -1230
1245 - 1600
1300 - 1600
1500 - 1600
1530 - 1600
1600 - 1630
1600 -1700
1700 - 1800
2000 - 2300

Sunday

0530 - 1000
0700 - 1600
0815 - 0915
0830 — 0930
0830 — 0930
0830 — 0930
0900 - 1000
0930 -—-1030
1100 - 1200
1100 - 1730
11301230
PRS0 F IS
1245 - 1600
1400 - 1500
2000 — 2300

Activity

Breakfast is served

“Jump Start” Fellowship
M-16 Training

Monthly UTM Training
HDRC Meeting

1st Sergeants Meeting
Wing CC Call

***Active Duty Line Badges
Let’'s Do Lunch

Lunch & A Lift w/ Chaplains
CDC/PME Testing**
Chaplains available
Homosexual Policy Training
Suicide Prevention

Anthrax Briefing

Catholic Confessions
Catholic Mass

Late Night Snack/Carry Out

Breakfast is served
M-9 Training
Protestant Liturgy
Chiefs Meeting
Catholic CCD

MPF In-House Training

Quarterly AMN/NCO Boards

Catholic Mass

Protestant Service

Lets Do Lunch!

ROA-D.C. download
Protestant Gospel Service
CDC/PME Testing

Location

Aragon Dining Facility
Sandy’s Restaurant

Bus leaves at 0700

Bldg 895 Room 204

Bldg 895 Room 206

Large Conference Room
Base Auditorium

21SFS Visitor’s Center
Aragon Dining Facility
Aragon Colorado Room
Bldg 895 Room 204

Bldg 893 Room 143

Bldg 893 Room 111

Bldg 893 Wing Conference
Bldg 893 Wing Conference
PAFB Chapel Bldg 1410
PAFB Chapel Bldg 1410
Aragon Dining Facility

Aragon Dining Facility
Bus leaves at 0700
Bldg 1410 PAFB Chapel
Aragon Dining Facility
Bldg 1410 PAFB Chapel
Bldg 895 Room 204
Bldg 845 1 Fl Conference
Bldg 1410 PAFB Chapel
Bldg 1410 PAFB Chapel
Aragon Dining Facility
731st Briefing Room
Bldg 1410 PAFB Chapel
Bldg 895 Room 204

Med. Liaison & Ancillary Mtg 302 AW Conference Room

Late Night Snack/Carry out

Aragon Dining Facility

OPR/Ext.

SVS/6-4001
HC/6-4006
SFS/6-6530
DPMT/6-7249
CV/6-7087
CCC/6-8132
PA/6-4117
21SFS/6-6660
SVS/6-4001
HC/6-4006
DPMT/6-7249
HC/6-4006
JA/6-8140
SG/6-1132
SG/6-1132
HC/6-4006
HC/6-4006
SVS/6-4001

SVS/6-4001
SFS/6-3530
HC/6-4006
CCC/6-8132
HC/6-4006
DPM/6-7227
SG/6-8184
HC/6-4006
HC/6-4006
SVS/6-4001
PA/6-4117
HC/6-4006
DPMT/6-7249
WTPC/6-7249
SVS/6-4001

** Military 1D cards are MANDATORY for ALL testing. For CDC end-of-course exams, a testing authorization letter is also

MANDATORY. Testing authorization letters will be obtained from the respective Unit Training Manager/Monitor.

***Disregard hours posted on the door (do not take UTAs into consideration). Doors will be unlocked.
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Senior Master Sgt. Laura Sheil (left) and Tech. Sgt. Hector Delacruz secure one another’s gas mask hoods during the Civil Engineer
Sguadron’s ATSO (Ability to Survive and Operate) light exercise preparation held during the April unit training assembly. The CE
Readiness Flight, which was recently recognized as the Air Force Reserve Command Tenant Readiness Flight of the Year for fiscal

year 2001, conducted the training in preparation for the unit’s annual tour in July (photo by Tech Sgt. Tim Taylor).

Readiness Flight
bestin FY 2001

Air Force Reserve Command recently
chose the 302nd Civil Engineer Readiness
Flight as the AFRC Tenant CE Readiness
Flight of fiscal year 2001.

Theflightchief, Senior Master Sgt. Lynn
Vorce, acceptedtheawardfrom Col. Richard
Moss, wing commander, during a recent
Commander’ sCall.

The Readiness Flight earned the award
with a long list of accomplishments that
included:

—training 650 wing personnel, 700
USAFAcademy cadetsand 3000USAFbasic
military traineesinchemica warfaredefense

—augmenting Headquarters Space
Command at Peterson AFB with 365 man-
days of total support

—preparing 22 separate unitsfor their
Expeditionary Operational Readiness In-
spection

—becoming expertswithinthe 22 AF
for their Ability To Survive and Operate
capabilities

The deputy commanding
general of Fort Carson,
Colorado, presented a
Certificate of Achievement
to several members of the
Operations Group 39th
Aerial Port Squadron for
helping the Army’s 7th
Infantry Division prepare
for Operation Noble
Eagle. Pictured fromleftto
right are Saff Sgt. Gene
Stoneburner, Staff Sgt.
Daryl Wood, U.S. Army
Col. Robert J. Reese, Tech
Sgt. Dan Oldesand Master
Sgt. Ron Sutton. Also
recognized but not present
for their certificates were
Lt. Col Jim Tully, Master
Sgt. Dean Firestein and
Tech Sgt. Larry McGinn
(photo by Staff Sgt. Jason
Schaap).
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Don’t Delay — Update DEERS Today

Carole W. Butler
Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense, Reserve Affairs

Didyouknow that you or afamily mem-
ber could lose medical benefitsifyou do not
updateyour information on the Defense Eli-
gibility Enrollment Reporting System?

DEERS stores medical benefit data for
military personnel, retirees, and eligiblefam-
ily members. Service members and retirees
are the sponsors for their family members
medical benefitsand are responsiblefor the
accuracy of theDEERSinformation. Correct,
up-to-date DEERS information is essential,
sincethisdatadefinesyour medical benefits.

Whenaneligiblefamily member receives
auniformed servicesidentificationand privi-
lege card, or ID card, that information is
deposited in DEERS. However, the sponsor

Contact Staff Sgt. Jason
Schaap wtih story ideasfor

must ensuretheinformationiscorrect. If you
marry or re-marry, move, haveanew baby, or
have achild that becomes an adult you must
make sure that DEERS data reflects those
changes, as well as any others.

If youmarry but neglect toregister your
spousein DEERS, that personisnot eligible
for medical benefits until the sponsor up-
datestheinformation. If youmovebut don’t
submit the current address of each family
member to DEERS, your family may not re-
ceiveessential messagesabout medical ben-
efits, such as information about the mail-
order pharmacy.

If you forget to register a newborn in
DEERS, after 365 daysthechildisnoteligible
for medical benefits until you complete the
registrationin DEERS. Inaddition, newborns
canlosedigibility for TRICARE Primemedi-
cal coverageafter 120days. Inthiscase, you

must enroll thechildin TRICARE Prime, as
well asregister thechildin DEERS.

HowtoUpdateDEERS

Making changesto DEERSIiseasy todo.
Y ou canmakechangesthroughyour military
support office, the same office that assists
youwithyour ID card. And, if youaremaking
changes, it' sagood ideato take documenta-
tion with you, such asamarriage certificate
or birth certificate.

You can locate your nearest military
support office at the RAPIDS Site L ocator
<<http://www.dmdc.osd.mil/rd/>> on the
Web. To make address changes or to verify
data, log on to the Defense Manpower Data
Center at:

<<https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/swg/owal
webguard.login?appl=9012& rule=02>>.

Changescould not be easier to make, so
do not delay. Update DEERS today .

Friends of the 302nd,

As the Delta Maintenance Superinten-
dent, | know | speak for the entire deployed
group in thanking every spouse, family mem-
ber, and friend of the 302nd community who

the Front Range Flyer at:

(719) 556-4117
Fax (719) 556-4214

Jjason.schagp@B2patersonaf mil

took time out of their busy day to send us
cards, letters and homemade goodies. | can
tell you the gifts have been well-received and
generated pleasant conversation as well as a
sense of camaraderie when the delicious food
was shared at the break table.

We often become so entrapped in our
daily routine that a simple gesture of apprecia-
tion becomes a monumental task. This is
particularly true when a loved one'is deployed

302nd Airlift Wing Public PRESORTED and the family and friends left at home are
Qéff"hi,, rom S Sie 135 FIRST CLASS MAIL trying to carry the extra load. That's why your
ST =, = uS POSTPASS gestures of gifts and letters to the deployed
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED DENVER troops send such a positive message of
COLORADO support from home.

Permit No. 2378

JOSEPH P. HANLEY, CMSGT
Delta Squadron Maintenance Superintendent
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